
CITY OF SUGAR CITY, ID 
PLANNING & ZONING REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, February 19, 2025, 7:00 P.M. 
 

Commissioners in attendance: Spencer Haacke, Cory Roberts, Rick Robertson, Chandler Lessing  
Others in attendance: P&Z Administrator Kurt Hibbert, Deputy Clerk Shelley Jones, Citizens Reese Butikofer, Eric 
Stoddard, Layne Ball, Alex Lloyd, Carl Bloomfield 

 
7:08 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Spencer Haacke 
Prayer by: Chandler Lessing 
Pledge of Allegiance led by: Cory Roberts 
 
Approval of 2-5-2026 Minutes: 
Motion to approve minutes by: Rick Robertson 
Second by: Cory Roberts 
All were in favor. Motion Carried.  
 
Discussion on the Rural Ranchette/Trans Ag Zone/Salem Townsite: 
Commissioner Robertson gave a brief history of the process up to this point of creating new zones in the 

Salem area. Reese Butikofer of Salem shared an updated version of the handout given out at the last meeting. 

The handout shared some history of the two communities and the proposed code for the suggested zones. 

The Salem Area Development Committee has discussed the height allowances and setbacks. The current Trans 

Ag zone was the zone that they were following closely. The proposed Rural Ranchette zone caused a lot of 

distress with the citizens, due to smaller lots, setbacks, and increased height allowances.  

The Rural Ranchette zone was meant for all of Salem community. The commission reviewed the new 

document. There could be better verbiage which may change “upper and lower” Salem to “east and west” 

Salem to better describe the area location.  

There are two proposed zones. They will keep the old townsite zone close to what it currently is. Salem does 

want an agricultural exemption and the old, plotted roadways. Chairman Haacke summarized the discussion 

and stated their desire to keep the Salem name. 

A date for a town hall meeting may be scheduled for the last meeting in March or the first meeting of April at 

the high school, depending on availability.  

Public Comment:  
Layne Ball shared his concerns with the zoning and what changes could mean to him and other property 
owners for future generations in their families. 
 
Discussion on Land Use Map: P&Z Administrator Kurt Hibbert presented the history of the current map. It was 

approved by the county, along with its zoning. We want to zone proactively. The new map had old subdivision 

lines that need to be removed from the new map. It was mentioned that the oldest historical area plats are 

filed with Bingham County.  

P&Z Sub-Committee Updates:  

• SCURA (Sugar City Urban Renewal Agency) – Spencer Haacke stated that they still need to schedule a 
quarterly meeting. 

• Salem Area Development - Rick Robertson had no more to add to what has already been discussed. 



• Historical Preservation - Cory Roberts  is trying to set up a meeting with Gran Johnson of the Historical 
Society. Roberts asked if there was anything coming to our city, any new businesses, that we can share 
information with others about. 

• Parks and Paths - no report 

• Community Beautification & Identity/Downtown Design & Revitalization - Commissioner Lessing 
shared a questionnaire to go out to city businesses that the commission will review for the next 
meeting. There was also discussion about having a booth at Sugar Days to share and receive 
information about what citizens would like to see on our Center Street. Mr. Lessing may meet with the 
Tree and Beautification Committee for input. 

 
Discussion on Downtown Blueprint:  
Mr. Hibbert shared that the downtown blueprint will be in our updated comprehensive plan.  
 
Comprehensive Plan: The commission needs to set a time to make final edits within the next month before 
setting a hearing date and submitting the revision to city council. 

 
Administrative Report: 

• There were no recent updates on a grant.  

• There is a transportation study reclassifying certain roads in the city.  

• Mr. Hibbert shared aerial pictures of the new Sunpro truss plant. The new bridge is the longest one in 

Sugar City, crossing two railroad tracks, and we will soon cross a third track. There are some major road 

changes coming. There will eventually be a new truck route. 

Agenda items for meeting on March 5, 2025: 

• Review Questionnaire for Businesses for Downtown Revitalization 
• Review Salem Area Ordinance 
• Subcommittee Updates 
• Review of New Zoning Map 
• Public Comment 
• Administrative Report 

 
8:45 p.m. Motion to adjourn the meeting by: Chandler Lessing  

Second by: Rick Robertson 

All were in favor. Motion carried. 


